
A N N U A L  R E P O R T





2013 marked Student Energy’s first full year of 
operations and has truly been a groundbreaking 
year. The organization saw immense growth in 
resources, funding and outreach.

The highlight was undoubtedly the 
International Student Energy Summit (ISES) 
which took place in Trondheim, Norway 
this past June. The students of the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology put together a 
world class event that attracted students from 64 countries who came to 
learn about energy and debate its future. Prominent energy leaders such 
as the EU Climate Commissioner, Connie Hedegaard, and the Deputy 
Executive Director of the International Energy Agency, Richard Jones, were 
in attendance imparting their wisdom on the next generation. This innovative 
international event also received recognition from the UN Secretary General, 
Ban Ki-moon.  

The management group of Student Energy spent much of 2013 building 
the organization. Staff grew from one part-time Executive Director to four 
full time employees and the global volunteer team was expanded to 43 
international members in 13 time zones. Importantly, the organization also 
became a registered Canadian charity and began its first significant funding 
campaigns outside of ISES.

In 2013, Student Energy’s global community grew to over 28,000 followers 
in 80+ countries as a new website and blog were launched. The blog 
provides a lens into the world of energy from the student’s perspective 
and is fully written and curated by students and young energy leaders.

The Board of Directors has been focused on creating sound governance 
systems, ensuring transparency for all our stakeholders, and strategizing 
an ongoing, sustainable growth path.  

There is much on the horizon for 2014. The energy literacy web platform 
is in full development and will launch this summer to provide balanced, 
factual energy information to the world. In June 2014, Student Energy will 
hold its first ever Regional Summits – five events on five continents all 
run simultaneously on one day. Additionally, we will be launching a new 
membership campaign and will have many surprises for the community 
along the way.

There has never been a time where providing a balanced, inclusive debate 
on energy and the environment has been more important and it is exciting 
that this organization will play a key role in this important discussion. 
Thank you for the ongoing support and enthusiasm.

Kelly J. Ogle, BoARD CHAIR
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International Student Energy Summit

S u m m a r y

The third International Student Energy Summit took place 
June 13-15, 2013 in Trondheim, Norway. The event brought 
students from 64 countries together to learn about energy 
and debate its future.  

We cannot thank the students enough for all their hard 
work and for delivering a world-class event. We would also 
like to thank NTNU, their staff and the local advisory board 
for their ongoing support. 

T h e  P l a n n i n g  T e a m

People are often shocked to hear that our largest event and 
initiative is planned completely by students. The ISES 2013 
planning team consisted of approximately 50 students from 
the Norwegian University of Science and Technology from 
a variety of academic disciplines. Each individual brought 
unique ideas, experience and a shared passion for energy.  

How do you express all the ups and downs, victories, challenges, opportunities, 
responsibility and hours put in to create ISES 2013, in only a few words? 
Chairing ISES was the most rewarding and unique experience I have ever 
had. The responsibility of hosting such an amazing conference is something 
I wish all students could experience. I will truly miss the daily interaction with 
the ISES 2013 team, the delegates from across the globe and last but not 
least, Student Energy!” - Alexander Hanssen, Chair

Working with enthusiastic students, great speakers and such an interesting
industry was a great experience for me. My position helped me develop my 
networking and leadership skills in addition to the multitude of new great 
friendships that were built. I will look back at my time with ISES with joy and 
fond memories.” - Andreas Grav Karlsen, Vice Chair

Student Energy has been an eye-opener for me. Being able to work with 
some of the most enthusiastic people on future energy in the world has been 
a great experience for me. I really miss the time working with ISES 2013, and 
in many ways it makes me wish I still was a student.” - Anders Kallhovd, Vice Chair
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• Interaction and networking.      

•  The opportunity to meet students from

 different countries and backgrounds.

• The people. Very inspiring.

• The quality of the speakers.

• The diversity of sessions and topics.

• Level of engagement of delegates.

• The energy (no pun intended).

• The idea that youth can make change, now.

ThingS STudenTS liked abouT iSeS



h i g h e S T  r aT e d  S e S S i o n : 

C h a n g e m a k e r S  P a n e l

ISES 2013 hosted the first ever Changemakers Panel 
as part of the program. This session featured 4 ISES 
alumni from the 2009 and 2011 events who have 
gone on to make change in the energy industry. These 
young innovators prove that you don’t have to be a 
CEo or a politician to make change… there are things 
we can all do now!

r e S u lT S  a n d  S T u d e n T  F e e d b aC k

Delegate feedback indicated that students were extremely 
satisfied with the quality of the summit, its speakers, 
organization and volunteers.  

88%
95%

Satisfaction with Overall Quality of the Summit

Satisfaction with Speakers at the Summit

Satisfaction with volunteers and Staff

92%
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Development

2013 was also a building year for Student Energy. New staff 
members were hired to lay the groundwork for exciting new 
initiatives that we plan to launch in mid-2014.  

e n e r g y  l i T e r a C y  P l aT F o r m  

Making Energy Simple 

Development of Student Energy’s unique and engaging 
Energy Literacy Platform began in 2013 and is now in 
full swing.

In keeping with our mission of “opening the eyes of the world’s 
students to all perspectives on energy”, the focus of this 
platform will be on providing students around the world with 
a balanced, trusted resource in which they can begin their 
journey into the field of energy.

Student Energy engaged in a competitive bid process to select 
a development and design firm to architect this innovative 
education tool. In November 2013, an Alberta firm was 
hired to build the site that will launch at the 2014 Regional 
Summits in June. 

Student Energy is thrilled to launch this site and knows it is 
sure to be an invaluable tool in the quest to equip tomorrow’s 
leaders with the tools they need to create a sustainable 
energy future.

r e S e a r C h 

Understanding Energy Literacy 

Student Energy is leading a global scan of the energy 
literacy landscape. The goal of the work is to gain a better 
understanding of how energy education is delivered and to 
identify trends in the space. Additionally, the work could 
potentially help to identify areas where there is room for 
greater coordination, or areas where there is a lack of 
programming related to energy education. The findings 
report will be released in early 2014.

r e g i o n a l  S u m m i T S

5 continents. 
1 day. 
Students united.

www.studentenergysummits.com

In 2013, Student Energy announced the inaugural Regional 
Student Energy Summits would take place in June 2014. 
Created to bridge the gap between the biennial International 
Student Energy Summits, these unique events will make the 
purpose and passion of ISES more accessible to students all 
over the globe by providing a regional format. Students will 
attend one of the 5 events that are all taking place on the 
same day, on different continents! 

Student planning teams in Mexico City, Aberdeen, New York 
City, Cape Town and Shanghai have been working tirelessly 
to bring together 300 students on each continent. The aim is 
to reach 1500 students from every country in the world. The 
Regional Student Energy Summits launched with a bang in 
2013 with over 600 pre-registrations from African students 
alone! The summits will take place June 19-20, 2014 and 
registration will open in early 2014.
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Website & Blog

a  S T u d e n T  l e n S  i n T o 

T h e  W o r l d  o F  e n e r g y 
 
As part of Student Energy’s growing web 
presence and content creation strategy, we 
launched a new website in June 2013 and a 
new blog in November 2013. The website 
provides information to our stakeholders 
and partners about our mission, vision and 
initiatives. The blog is a platform for the 
global student community to share their 
perspectives on the energy system and 
their energy futures. 

This unique platform is a Student Lens into 
the world of energy and provides diverse 
perspectives by young people all over 
the globe on energy issues. Currently, 
the blog has contributors from over 
15 countries around the world writing 
about everything from Germany’s 
energy transition, to electrification 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, to the North 
American natural gas boom. 
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The blog also features ‘This Week in Energy’ – a weekly snapshot 
of the current headlines in energy markets, energy access, 
alternative energy, fossil fuels, climate change and transportation. 

This fun and innovative infographic is exactly the type of 
content Student Energy uses to make energy information 
more accessible to students around the world.



Reach & Media

e V e n T S

T o Ta l  l i F e T i m e  l i k e S a n n u a l  T o Ta l  i m P r e S S i o n S

15358 Student Energy Page 1,088,816 Student Energy Page

5982 ISES Page 1,765,267 ISES Page

1864 African Student Energy Summit 164,719 African Student Energy Summit

873 European Student Energy Summit 163,805 European Student Energy Summit

391 Latin American Student Energy Summit 37,975 Latin American Student Energy Summit

3,020,320 Total Pageview
s

554 Total M
entions

1,213,173 Total Tw
itter Reach

15,252 Total N
ew

sletter o
pens

21,865 Total Blog V
iew

s

488,809 Total Site V
isitors

T o Ta l  a n n u a l  i n T e r a C T i o n S

4 ,959,681
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m e d i a  C o V e r a g e

T o Ta l  r e a C h :

4.9 MILLION

8

in 80+ countries



The Team

Student Energy simply would not run if it were not for our massive network of volunteers that help us do everything from 
building our strategy to running our events, blog and other initiatives. We would like to wholeheartedly thank everyone 
who has contributed their time, ideas and passion to the organization over the past year.

i S e S  2 0 1 3  P l a n n i n g  T e a m

Adriana Ruiz Kyvik
Alexander Hanssen
Alexander Holthe
Anders Kallhovd
Andreas Grav Karlsen
Andreas Ringstad
Anna Knutsen
Anne Tinen Kaasa
Anthony okiemute
Åsne Nannestaf
Brian Murray
Daniel Jacobsen Hasan

Elisabeth Andreassen
Even De Lanley
Erik Kristian Frimanslund
Hossain Rafed
Ingrid Dagsland Halderaker
Ingrid Ekle
Juan Vahos
Kai Zhang
Kari Blumer
Kjetil Lorentzen
Leif Rune Helgeland

Lena Lebahn
Linn Benedicte Brubakken
Lovinda Ødegården
Magnus Melsom
Marianne Ytterbø
Marte Løtveit
Marthe Emelie Melandsø Buan
Martin Hjelmeland
Martin Kristiansen
odin Søgnen
Pauline Øien

g l o b a l  V o l u n T e e r  T e a m

Alice Chen 
Andreas Lehner
Aravind Muthiah
Ashley Pilipiszyn
Ceci Rodriguez
Cyril France
Demetris Hadjiosif
Denny Brett
Erin Leitch
Erika Sato
Emily Brown

Geoff Hill
Giovanna Rivadeneyra
Jaime Laird
Javier olivares
Joanne Fedeyko
Jonnee-Mae Pederson
Jorge Luis Hinojosa
Julia Wawrykowicz
Kai Coetzee 
Katherine Vera
Keiver Tremblay

b o a r d  o F  d i r e C T o r S

Andrea McManus
Bob Mitchell
Janice Tran
Kelly ogle

Kimberly Gulevich 
Kristiina Pahkala
Lauren Webber
Lora Dimitrova
Malgorzata olesiewicz
May Lee
Mats van Kleef
Mihir Desu
Mirko Carich
Mrinalini Shinde
Neema Amadala

Larry Marks 
Nick Blandford
Tim Hensman

Rosie Pidcock 
Sabrina Grover
Samanta Jovanovic
Shayan Najib
Shifali Gupta
Steve Arowolo
Tadeo Barreiro
Tanja Kahkonsen
Vasant Sridhar
Varun Soni

Per olav Aamlid
Rut Kristine Tærud olberg
Sarah Ghodrat
Silje Merete Grønning
Simon Mulelid
Stine Bjørnvold Bakken
Sven Hove
Theresa Karam
Thomas Paz
Turi Tadaldsen

S Ta F F

Kali Taylor, Executive Director
Sean Collins, Fundraising Manager
Jenni Matchett, Global Energy Literacy Manager
Julia Kavuma, Global Events Manager
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“… I have a lot of fun with the Student 
Energy team!” – Emily BrOWn, Canada

“…I believe that it is essential to 
spread the knowledge about sustainable 
energy amongst the millennial generation 
as it will be us that have to bring the 
necessary change.” 
– andrE as lEhnEr , sWEdEn

“…it gives me an opportunity to me to 
interact, contribute and work with brilliant 
students across the world regularly, 
without geographical distance holding us 
back. our passion for sustainable energy 
not only unites us, but also makes us part 
of a movement.” 
– mrialini shindE , india

“…it is an opportunity for me to get involved 
with various projects with other students 
from all around the world and together 
we can make a positive impact on oUR 
energy future.” 
– ashlE y PiliPiszyn, Usa

“… I enjoy working with like-minded and 
passionate #enernerds that are intent on 
shifting the world to a sustainable energy 
future.” – dEnny BrEt t, Canada

“… I work with a global 
team who all have the 
same goal - uniting and 
exciting students around our 
shared energy challenge. I 
am inspired daily by the 
people I meet and work
with through this movement.”  
– ROSIE PIdcOcK, chINA

“… I want youth to know that we can start 
changing the world right now. We have ideas, 
hopes & dreams that don’t have to wait for 
someone else’s validation.”
– nEEma amadal a , Canada

“… it provides me with the opportunity 
to actively engage with peers across 
jurisdictions, collectively contributing 
towards shaping the future of the 
energy sphere.”  
– shayan na JiB , sCOtl and

“… it transcends national boundaries 
and lays a platform for the youth of 
this world to get together and shape 
an energized tomorrow.” 

– ar avind mUtiah, mal aysia

i  V o l u n T e e r  F o r  S T u d e n T  e n e r g y  b e C a u S e …

e S T i m aT e d  Vo l u n T e e r  h o u r S  i n  2 0 1 3 : 

13,192
1 0

(1,649 eight-hour working days)



Financials at a Glance

1 1 

rEvEnUE
Corporate sponsorships
Philanthrophy
Grants
other income
Licenses and program fees

tOtal rEvEnUE

EXPEnsEs
Salaries and wages
Travel
Contractors and consultants
Marketing
Meetings
office and administrative
Professional fees
Website
Insurance
Amortization
Volunteer expenses
Fundraising
Incorporation costs

tOtal EXPEnsEs

dEFiCiEnCy OF rEvEnUE OvEr EXPEnsEs

118,102
60,169
43,649
1
-

221,921

128,451
26,360
19,902
15,220
13,041
10,396
7,633
3,577
960
126
52
-
-

225,718

(3,797)

45,000
-
-
1
4,990

49,991

5,591
10,008
10,697
2,479
2,764
3,062
9,450
-
1,200
-
-
8,552
110

53,913

(3,922)

2 0 1 3 2 0 1 2

$

$

S T u d e n T  e n e r g y  S TaT e m e n T  o F  o P e r aT i o n S
For the year ended December 31, 2013



1 2

assEts

Current
Cash
Accounts and notes receivable

Property, plant and equipment (note 3)

liaBilitiEs and nEt assEts

Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

deferred contributions (note 4)
Related to operations
Related to property, plant and equipment

net assets
Unrestricted
Share capital

63,043
37,428
100,471

11,427

111,898

18,972

87,318
9,033
115,323

(3,434)
9
(3,425)

111,898

8,866
-
8,866

-

8,866

8,500

-
-
8,500

363
3
366

8,866

2 0 1 3 2 0 1 2

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

S T u d e n T  e n e r g y  S TaT e m e n T  o F  F i n a n C i a l  P o S i T i o n
For the year ended December 31, 2013

*Full audit report is available at www.studentenergy.org/about/annual-report-financials with the financial statements.  

this segment has been included in the annual report to disclose a qualification in the audit report dated February 7, 2014.

Basis for qualified opinion - Student Energy derives a portion of its revenues from donations, the completeness of which is 

not susceptible to audit verification. Consequently, we were unable to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to support 

the completeness of donation revenue, and we were unable to determine whether any adjustments were necessary.

Qualified opinion - In our opinion, except for the effects of the matter described in the Basis for qualified opinion paragraph, 

the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Student Energy. as at December 31, 

2013 and its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian generally accepted 

accounting principles for not-for-profit organizations.



S T u d e n T  e n e r g y  o r g a n i Z aT i o n  P a r T n e r S

S T u d e n T  e n e r g y  o r g a n i Z aT i o n  S u P P o r T e r S

Funders

i n d i V i d u a l  d o n o r S

ATCO POWEr

WESTlEy AlExAndEr

GrAy AlTOn

MICHAEl BArTOn

CHAunCEy BEGGS

CHrIS BlOOMEr

dEnny BrETT

lAurEn BrISkE

EMIly BrOWn

JAy BrOWn

MAry JO BurkE

SEAn COllInS

STEvE CHEn

dOn drISSEll

rICk GrAfTOn

kIMBErly GulEvICH

HAvArd HArTvIkSEn

TIMOTHy HEnSMAn

TrInA HErndEn

JulIA kAvuMA

BrIT kEElInG

ErIn klIMP

ryAn kO

MArIA lAzAuSkAS

AndrEAS lEHnEr

CrySTAl lI

TrInA MCCArrOll

AndrEA MCMAnuS

AnH nGuyEn

kElly OGlE

AlICIA PAWlOWSkI

GOrd rITCHIE

AMAndA SOulSBy

PETEr SMAllEy

MArk TAylOr

dAC TrAn

HunG And TAn TrAn

AdAM TuCkWOOd

JEnnIfEr WrOBEl

JArEd zAMzOW

1 3 



g i V i n g  T u e S d ay

Having achieved status as a CRA registered charity for 
the first time in 2013, Student Energy made our first 
major public ask this year. We focused our efforts on 
one major day of giving, tied in with the Giving Tuesday 
event birthed in the United States in 2012.

This event was created to counteract the consumerism 
of Black Friday and Cyber Monday in the US with a day 
focused entirely around supporting the valuable work 
of the charitable sector.

overall, the event was a smashing success for Student 
Energy and allowed us to engage with our volunteers, 
supporters and funders in an entirely new way.

S T u d e n T  e n e r g y 

g i V i n g  T u e S d ay  S TaT S :

$12,360
Total giving Tuesday donations:

Total # 
of donors

Total # of 
first time 
donors

# of tweets 
mentioning 

Student Energy’s 
giving Tuesday 

campaign

37 32 43
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Appendix 1 - Message from Ban Ki-moon

thE sECrEtary-GEnEral
--

mEssaGE tO third intErnatiOnal stUdEnt EnErGy sUmmit
trondheim, 13 June 2013

I am pleased to greet this important forum for sharing ideas, knowledge and innovation, and 
I commend the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim for hosting it. 

The leadership of youth is essential for meeting the demands of sustainable development. 
Eradicating extreme poverty is our central goal, but we must do so without overburdening 
the planet’s ecological systems. That will mean changing how we produce, distribute and 
consume energy.

one in five people lack access to electricity -- and the computers, refrigerators and lighting that 
most of us take for granted. Twice this number depend on wood, charcoal or animal waste for 
cooking and heating. This is harmful to the health of people and the environment. The energy 
gap is inequitable and it is unsustainable.

on the other side of the coin are those of us who have plentiful access to energy. We often use 
it wastefully. our energy use is directly related to climate change. The planet is warming, and 
the impacts are transforming our world.  

There is something we can do to address both these challenges. We can provide sustainable 
energy for all. We can turn on the power for every family, school, hospital and business, and at 
the same time, we can turn down the global thermostat. 

But to do so, we need your help, your fresh way of looking at the world – your world. We need 
you to ask the provocative, necessary questions, and identify the solutions, that will stimulate 
the green economy of the future. 

I invite all of you to join my Sustainable Energy for All initiative. We have three objectives to 
reach by 2030. First, to provide universal access to modern energy; second, to double the rate 
of improvement in energy efficiency; and third, to double renewable energy in the global energy 
mix. With your support and commitment, your ideas and skills, we can provide sustainable energy 
for all – for the benefit of all.

I wish you a productive meeting. 

U N I T E D  N A T I O N S N A T I O N S  U N I E S

1 5 



Appendix 2 - ISES 2013 Financials

1 6

inCOmE
Delegate Fees and Sponsorship

tOtal inCOmE

EXPEnsEs
Delegate Subsidization
Accommodation
Food & Beverages
Program
Social Events
Marketing
Post-Event
Registration Costs
Administrative
Conference Execution
Contingency
VAT (Tax)

tOtal EXPEnsEs

EXCEss (dEFiCiEnCy) OF rEvEnUE OvEr EXPEnsEs

2,671,340

2,671,340

204,000
467,000
491,000
487,000
221,521
69,000
0
31,250
359,000
222,476
48,575

2,600,822

70,518

481,692

481,692

36,784
84,207
88,534
87,813
39,943
12,441
0
5,634
64,733
40,115
8,758

469,967

12,715

n o k C d n

The International Student Energy Summit is Student Energy’s largest initiative and while we do not directly take 
in and expend all funds, the host institution does so on our behalf through a pre-established licensing agreement. 
We feel that for transparency to our community it is important to disclose the ISES financials in addition to our 
own organizational financials.  

These records are as per the records of the Norwegian University of Science and Technology’s (NTNU) accounting department. 

F o u n d i n g  P a r T n e r S

a S S o C i aT e  P a r T n e r S



Contact
S T u d e n T  e n e r g y

www.studentenergy.org

P  403.921.8307    e  info@studentenergy.org 

o  119 14 St NW, Calgary Canada, T2N 1Z6

“I am committed to doing everything in my power to transition 

the world to a sustainable energy future. I am a change maker, 

an innovator and I will fuel the future of energy.”
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